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62 THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Georgia as a Proprietary Colony. The Execution of a Trust. 
By James Ross McCain, Ph.D. (Boston : Richard G. Badger, 

I9i7» PP. 357-) 

The colonial history of Georgia from a legal standpoint 
is divided into two parts, viz. : the period from 1732 to 1752 
under the Trustees, and the period of Royal control from 
1752 on until the Revolution. The author of the volume at 
hand has dealt with the first period. This book is not, as the 
author states, a story of Georgia, purporting to give a well- 
rounded and comprehensive account of the colony during the 
period treated; but it is rather the purpose of Dr. McCain to 
attempt "to explain in some detail the institutional organiza- 
tion and development of the province." And in this he has 
made a signal success. He has broken a new field and added 
much to our knowledge of the institutional history of the 
period. The study has been made very largely from the 
original documents, many of which are not readily available 
to the historian. 

The book consists of ten chapters. In line with the more 
recent interpretation of colonial history, a discussion of the 
English background is given considerable space. Indeed, the 
government of the colony was so closely under the control 
of the Trustees that any account of its legal relationships 
would necessarily have to be concerned to a great extent with 
the ruling power in England. The governmental functions in 
the colony are discussed under the following headings: 
"Organization of the Executive in Georgia," "Legislative 
History of the Province," and "The Judiciary of the Colony." 
The land system is discussed in another chapter; while the 
educational progress and religious history of the colony are 
well treated in the last two chapters. From the standpoint of 
what the author set out to accomplish, there is little left to be 
desired. However, it seems to the present reviewer that the 
connections between the first and second periods of the prov- 
ince's history might well have been included: some of the 
reasons for the discontinuance of the Trustee system before 
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the twenty-one year period was out. But all in all this is a 
very admirable and scholarly piece of work by a trained his- 
torian in a fairly difficult field. There is a comprehensive 
bibliography added and an index. E. M. C. 

The Agrarian Revolution in Georgia. By Robert Preston 
Brooks, Ph.D. [Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin, 
No. 639.] (Madison, 19 14, pp. 129-) 

This monograph represents real pioneering in historical 
investigation and is unique in a number of ways. The great 
cataclysm of the Civil War followed by the turmoil of Recon- 
struction produced far-reaching problems for the South to 
solve. The political readjustments and to a lesser extent the 
social remaking have been the fruitful source for numerous 
monographs. But only in the present instance has the eco- 
nomic life of the people running from the plantation system 
of agriculture and slave economy to the present conditions in 
which tenancy plays the predominating part, been attempted 
and adequately treated. Dr. Brooks has made a scholarly 
study of this transition of slave to free laborer, tenant, and 
landowner, and the non-slaveholders from an intolerable 
position to economic competency. 

There are seven chapters in this book. In the first three 
the author describes the general conditions in Georgia 
directly after the Civil War and the decadence and downfall 
of the plantation system followed by the beginning of the prac- 
tice of renting. In the fourth chapter, the two main types of 
tenancy, cropping and renting, are described. The remainder 
of the study deals with the present-day conditions in the 
different physiographic sections of the State, the economic 
history and land tenure movement being described separately 
in each. In making his investigations for this monograph, the 
author not only used the available published documentary 
sources ; but seized in time the opportunity to get a symposium 
of information obtained in letters from the planters yet living, 
who knew the conditions in the old system and in the new. 
Five maps and a number of tables greatly add to the value of 
this study. A bibliography is added; but an index is lacking. 

E. M. C. 



